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Significant changes were made several years ago to the Digital Cinema Production contest. Many of these changes have been implemented at the District and State contest. These changes at the District and State level will allow Texas participants to get a better sense of how the National contest is run. For District videos will be f[image: image1.png]SkillsUSA

Champions a:Work"




ilmed and edited ahead of time using the assigned theme/prompt. (Theme/Prompt will be released Friday, February 11th at 8:00am.) The films are due Monday, February, 14th by 8:00 pm.
	DIGITAL CINEMA PRODUCTION

	PURPOSE
	To evaluate each contestants’ preparation for employment and to recognize outstanding students for excellence and professionalism in the field of cinematography/short film production.

	SCOPE
	·  Team of Two Students (Up to 2 teams per chapter)
·  Video Preview/Pitch Sheet-One Page Only 
·  Judges Questions/Pitch Presentation

·  A 2.5 minute up to 4-minute video that will be filmed and edited off-site according to the theme/prompt. There will be no on site editing available.
· Video must be H.264

· Reference the national regulations as far as permitted equipment. (Drones are not permitted, some lights are now permitted)

	REQUIREMENTS
	Students will do all aspects of the contest virtually. They will not need to come on Feb. 18th. They will upload their films, a video “pitch/interview” (See questions below), a written one-page pitch and resumes for each student on the team.

	PROMPT
	(Theme/Prompt to be released February 11th at 8:00 AM)

on the District 4 website and will be emailed to all known competing advisors.
This is not a PSA or music video 

	Shooting
	All video/graphics must be shot and created during contest time by the two registered SkillsUSA contestants. All audio and video represented in the film must be student produced between February 11th and the 14th.  
-This is with the exception of royalty free production music with the proper documentation to be provided if questions or concerns arise. 
Students must adhere to the rules set by the SkillsUSA Code of Conduct and each schools district’s policy.

	
	 All videos need to be uploaded by Monday, Feb. 14th by 8PM 
Along with the below items.

	
	A one-page written Pitch Sheet will be turned in at the same time as the short film, as well as, the video interview and resumes for each team member.
*There is not a standard or given outline of what a pitch sheet looks like, please have your students do research on this particular sheet of paper to bring to the interviews.

The Interview- Please answer the following questions on video as if you were sitting across from the judges.

· What story were you trying to tell? 

· What were you hoping the audience would feel after watching your film?

· What are you particularly happy with?

· What would you like to have had more time to work on?



	Submissions
	Submissions will be made by uploading your short film, resumes, written pitch and your video interview/pitch to a google folder and then sharing that folder and sharing to skillsusadcpcontest@gmail.com.


All teams are to follow the SkillsUSA Technical Standards 2021-22 contest guidelines.
Video must be uploaded to Google Drive Monday, Feb. 14th by 8pm.

The video should be 2.5 minute and up to 4 minutes in length. Finished video must be uploaded to your google drive in a folder that will be shared with 

skillsusadcpcontest@gmail.com.  

Each video must have a slate: See Example Below:

Team: A (Each adviser should assign contestants Team Letter while registering for the contest. Please keep track of the team letter; it gets very confusing for the judges if you do not keep track of these)
Chapter Number: 3849 (your chapter number is unique to your chapter)

Total Run Time: 3:45

Title of Short Film: “Film Name”

Video should be exported as a H.264 and titled the following way: TeamA_Dist4_2022

Your google folder should be saved as:

Team A (or whatever you team letter is) DCP 2022 Dist4

Your google folder should include your film, resume for each contestant, one-page typed pitch, and the video recording of the contestants answering the provided questions. (see questions above)

Role of the Adviser and Important Safety Notes:

SkillsUSA advisers and/or any audio video production instructor(s) are not permitted to critique or advise students on any aspect of this contest once the prompt is released Feb. 11th. They are also not permitted to advise students on the Pitch/Interview once the prompt is released. It is SkillsUSA policy that advisers/instructors are not permitted to interact with their students once a contest has started. 

This video is to be completely produced by the two registered SkillsUSA members, there is not to be assistance given to them by anyone (including other students and family). 

The team of two may ask others to be “actors” in their piece.

SAFETY OF THE STUDENT IS OF UTMOST CONCERN DURING THIS CONTEST. ALL DISTRICT POLICIES AND GUIDELINES AND THE SKILLSUSA CODE OF CONDUCT MUST BE ADHERED TO AT ALL TIMES.

It is recommended that all shooting and editing for contestants end at 10:30 PM during the contest.  Students are expected to attend all classes during contest.
Scoring of Video
Students will be scored in the following areas (in no particular order):

· Theme/Prompt Development

· Script/Story/Shot Sheets- you do not submit a script but the judges will judge your writing and story 
· Camera Technique

· Editing

· Sound/Music

· Creativity

· The Pitch/Interview

· Video Preview Sheet

· Overall Impression
District 4 Contest Chairs:

John Woods

Brewer High School
White Settlement ISD
jwoods@wsisd.net 
Cathy Koke
Brewer High School
White Settlement ISD

ckoke@wsisd.net
Cell - 817-521-0389
Contest chairs will be available to answer questions regarding this contest between the hours of 8:00 AM and 10:00 PM

